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in full exercise, and it was doubtful whether even the energy,
audacity, and concentrated vigour of the Great Committee
would enable France to be victorious over Europe, and thus
secure for her the right of deciding on the character of her
own government. She was to be successful; but at what a
cost! Torrents of the blood of her bravest and wisest sons
were yet to flow on the scaffold and on the battle-field, before
she was able to dictate terms of peace to some of her foes,
and thus divide the forces of her enemies.
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